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The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the stage of education for 
children from birth to the end of the Reception year. 

It is based on the recognition that children learn best 
through play and active learning. 

We are already doing this in Nursery, so in Reception, 
we are building on the children’s learning. 



The focus for the first half term is on the Prime areas.

• Communication and 
Language

• Physical Development

• Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development

• Literacy

• Mathematics

• Understanding the World

• Expressive Arts and Design

Prime Area of 
Learning & Development

Specific Areas of 
Learning & Development



These describe behaviours children use in order to learn.

Playing & Exploring (Engagement)
Finding out and exploring, playing with what they know, being 

willing to ‘have a go’

Active Learning (Motivation)
Being involved and concentrating, keep trying, enjoying 

achieving what they set out to do 

Creative & Critical Thinking(Thinking)
Having own ideas, making links, working with ideas



Please remember drop 
off/pick up are busy times.  

This is not the time to share 
important messages – please 
use the MyEd app or book an 
appointment with the office.
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• Children progress in phonic knowledge across the RWInc. Programme. 

• Children are assessed and split into groups throughout Early years and KS1.  They have a daily phonics session.

• They learn sounds in a systematic way.  These sets of sounds can be found in the reading diary.  
You will be invited to a phonics workshop in the Autumn Term. 

• Children will initially bring home blending books and then a reading book – ‘book bag books’.

• Books that are bought home are matched to their ability.  These are decodable, containing sounds and words they 
can read.  We want children to be successful.

• Why do we re-read books?
1 – Accuracy: read the words correctly
2 – Fluency: familiar with the words to read quickly
3 – Comprehension: understand what is being read

Children also choose a story book.  
Please share this at home, alongside any other favourite books your child might have. 



https://www.chadsmeadacademy.co.uk/web/mathematics/525540

• Deepen understanding of key mathematical 
concepts

• Greater emphasis on problem solving and 
encouraging mathematical thinking

• Systematic approach to mathematical 
language

• Frequent use of objects and pictures to 
represent mathematical concepts

• Concrete – Pictorial - Abstract



This unit teaches children about the different communities that they are part of and 
explores themes including family, friendship, school and people who help in the local 

community.

Teaching about the natural changes that happen during autumn, including how the 
weather changes, why trees lose their leaves and how wild animals prepare for the cold 

weather coming in winter.

This unit is language rich to develop a love of stories and reading. It encourages children 
to learn, retell and act out familiar and traditional tales, including Goldilocks, Little Red 

Riding Hood, Jack and the Beanstalk and Cinderella.

Looking at the celebrations and traditions that take place during the winter holiday 
season, both in the UK and around the world.

As we start each unit, you will 
be sent home with a 

knowledge organiser.  This 
provide activities and ideas so 
you can support your child at 

home. 



Reading – Everyday

Maths & English – matches the current learning. 
Purple homework book.  Fortnightly swap.

Creative – offers an opportunity to research and 
freely present information.  It may include, Art, 
DT, Geography, History or Science.  Half Termly.

https://www.chadsmeadacademy.co.uk/web/homework/644920

Home 
Learning 
starts in 

Autumn 2.



Early Years children are given free 
milk and fruit.

We encourage the children to try 
the variety of fruit and vegetables 

that are provided.

PLEASE PROVIDE A LABELLED 
WATER BOTTLE DAILY

Snack is provided as free 

choice, where children 

choose when they would 

like to have it.

Children sign for their 

snack.



Your child receives 
Universal Infant Free Schools Meals

We encourage you to take this option.  

Menus are available on the website.  

Dietary requirements are catered for.

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PROVIDE A LABELLED 
WATER BOTTLE DAILY

Children will eat their dinner in the dining room. 

Should your child bring 
their own lunch, we ask 

that you do not pack items 
that contain nuts. 



No name means we are unlikely to find it and/or return 
it to the correct child. 



We encourage children to have ‘book bags’.  It helps them 
to be organised and grow independence.

• Reading Books – bring to school in Friday to be changed

• Reading Diary – bring to school in Friday to be changed

• Homework book – returned Tuesday’s
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We will find out what your children already know and can do 
and use this information to help us develop an individual learning 

programme for each child.

We spend lots of our time working and talking to the children about what 
they are learning. We may record some ‘Wow’ moments formally but 

largely we assess and move children on ‘in the moment’.

You will be invited to discuss how your child has settled in and their 
progress so far at a parents evening – 26/27 September 2023



At Chadsmead we want every pupil 
to take full advantage of all the 
educational opportunities, both 
academic and social, which are 

available to them. 

To do this children need to be at 
school, on time every day.



At Chadsmead we work hard to 
establish and maintain positive 

relationships

We acknowledge children’s 
feelings





Thursday 6th July 

09:15 - 10:15

Tuesday 11th July

14:00 - 15:00
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First Day

You are 
welcome to 
come into 

class with our 
child and help 

them find 
their locker 

and then say 
goodbye.

Second Day

Children will 
come into 

class 
independently.
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