
Early Years: Knowledge Organiser: Spring 1: Starry Night

Key Books: 

The Sea of Tranquility / Goodnight 

Spaceman / Look Up

Possible learning experiences: 

Immersive moon reading experience.

What is the moon? What is an astronaut?

Viewing footage of Apollo 11 and the first 

moon walk (comparing tv images to 

today) 

Building and making rockets 

Rocket launching (thurst / gravity)

Bottle cap experiment (thrust / gravity)

Key Vocabulary: 

Astronaut, helmet, 

spacesuit, boots, belt, 

back pack, visor. 

Tim Peake Mae Jemison

Tim Peake was the first British 

Astronaut in Space. 

Mae Jemison was the first 

black woman astronaut in 

Space.

Rocket launch - this is when a 
rocket takes off towards space.

Gravity - force that pulls objects toward 

each other. Earth's gravity is what 

keeps you on the ground and what 

makes things fall.

Thrust is the force which moves the 

rocket through the air, and through 

space.

Scan to visit the National Space 
Centre in Leicester.

1) Retell stories in the correct sequence, draw on language patterns of stories.

2) Say how they feel about stories and poems, what parts of the story they liked or disliked, can identify 

favourite characters, events, or settings and why.

Developing our understanding and love of story!

Why is space exploration important? 

Key Vocabulary: 



Literacy: Writing
Begin to orally compose and write a simple caption with support 

Expressive Arts and Design:
Painting: Vincent Van Gogh 

Key Vocabulary:

Dark, light, brushstrokes. Thick, thin, 

curved lines, swirls, artist

Physical Development: Gross and Fine motor Skill

Gross and fine motor movement. 

Physical Development  (Focus for outdoor play): Ball skills 

and games

I can throw underarm, throw an object at a target and catch 

using two hands. I can bounce and kick a ball and use 

equipment to control a ball.

What happens to our bodies when we exercise? We breathe 
more quickly, our heart beats faster and we get hotter.      

Physical Development- PE - Gymnastics  - rolls, jump, skip, 

hop, climb, crawl, balance, run. 
                            

Literacy: Reading 

Oral Segmenting - this 

is when you split a word 

up into its individual 

sounds (c-a-t). We call 

this ‘Fred talk’.

Oral blending - this is 

when you blend the 

sounds together to say 

the word (cat). We use a 

blending arm motion from 

left to right to help blend 

the sounds together.

Begin to learn Set 2 sounds

Trigraph: three letters that make one sound: igh, 

air

Digraph: two letters that make 

one sound- qu, th, ch, sh, ng, nk

Frog on a rock

1) Orally compose (say) a 

phrase  /sentence. 

2) Tap, clap, stomp. 

3) Count how many words. 

4) Say first word / Fred talk 

the word / write the 

word. 

Can you practise ascenders and descenders?

Diagonal 

lines

Spell to write VC, CVC and CVCC words 

independently using Set 1 and Set 2 

graphemes.

Spell some irregular common (red) words 

e.g., the, to, no, go independently.

Holds a pencil effectively to form 

recognisable letters. Know how to form clear 

ascenders and descenders.

b   d   h   k   l   t
j   p  q  yf

ascenders

descendersCan you write a question for the 

astronauts?

Can you write a list of nocturnal animals?

Jigsaw (PSED):  Puzzle 3- Dreams and Goals

Piece 4- I can use kind words to encourage people.

Piece 5- I understand the link between what I learn now and the job 

I might like to do when I’m older.

Piece 6- I can say how I feel when I achieve my goal and know 

what it means to feel proud.

Join in with the 

number bond song 

to 5.

Oak National Academy- 

Grouping and Sharing

Can you mix paints to make darker/ lighter 

colours?
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